
 

December 16, 2020 

 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi  

Speaker of the House 

United States House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 

Minority Leader 

United States House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

The Mitch McConnell 

Majority Leader 

United States Senate 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Chuck Schumer 

Minority Leader 

United States Senate 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Minority Leader McCarthy, Majority Leader McConnell, and Minority Leader 

Schumer: 

 

The National Community Pharmacists Association (NCPA) is writing today to commend your leadership 

throughout the past several months in working towards tangible solutions to address the COVID-19 

pandemic and associated economic crisis.  As end-of-year discussions advance regarding a FY21 

spending package or COVID-19 relief legislation we request that you strongly consider the priorities of 

small business independent pharmacies, whose employees have been tirelessly serving at the frontlines 

of the pandemic since March to meet the prescription needs of patients in communities across the 

nation. We urge Congress to reach a final bipartisan deal before the end of the year to provide much 

needed economic relief from the COVID-19 pandemic that will help provide America’s independent 

pharmacies with more certainty and necessary assistance.  

 

NCPA represents America’s community pharmacists, including more than 21,000 independent 

community pharmacies. Almost half of all community pharmacies provide long-term care services (LTC) 

and play a critical role in ensuring patients have immediate access to medications in both community 

and LTC settings. Together, our members represent a $74 billion healthcare marketplace, employ 

250,000 individuals, and provide an expanding set of health care services to millions of patients every 

day. Our members are small business owners who are among America’s most accessible health care 

providers. 

 

NCPA has been advocating for several policies over the past few months to ensure the viability of 

community pharmacies who have been serving on the frontlines providing much needed prescriptions 

and testing services to patients in their communities while facing tremendous financial hardships. More 

importantly, these pharmacies stand ready to serve and provide COVID-19 immunizations as they are 

rolled out first to LTC patients and then the broader American public over the next few months, but they 

need economic relief to survive the pandemic and continue providing care to patients.  

 



 

As end-of-year negotiations are underway to finalize a FY21 spending package and COVID-19 relief 
legislation, we ask that Congress include the following policies: protect small business pharmacies from 
a surprise tax increase by restoring the deductibility of Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) forgiven 
expenses, allow for another targeted round of PPP, and provide a simplified forgiveness process for PPP 
loans less than $150,000; provide liability protections for small businesses who operated in good faith 
and followed CDC guidelines; recognize pharmacists as health care providers so they can be 
compensated for the health services they provide including COVID tests; subsidize hazard pay for front-
line workers; fix the Provider Relief Fund (PRF) reporting guidelines clarifying lost revenue calculations, 
including clarification that PRF can be used for staffing; and provide tax credits to offset the increased 
business expenses for PPE and sanitation products. 
 

NCPA applauds the bipartisan leadership to provide earlier relief that kept many small business 

community pharmacies afloat in this pandemic. To safeguard the existence of these and other small 

businesses, we hope Congress can once again come together to on bipartisan legislation to provide a 

lifeline that carries us through the final hurdle and the end of this pandemic.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Karry K. La Violette 

Senior Vice President of Government Affairs & Director of the Advocacy Center 

National Community Pharmacists Association 


