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ExecutiveAlat Extra

WHAT'SHAPPENING AT THE NCPA

New Social Security
Calculator

“Whether you're 25 or 55, it's nev-
er too early to planfor your futureretire-
ment,” said NCPA President John Good-
man at the May 22 unvelling of the
center’'snew online Socia Security ca-
culator at the Nationa Press Club in
Weashington, D.C.

The NCPA caculator — found at
www.mysociasecurity.org — makes
projectionsfor about 500 different occu-
pations, and alowsindividuasto com-
pute what they will pay in taxes, what
they will receive in benefits, and what
they would havereceived if they had in-
vested the same dollarsin aprivate ac-
count.

The cdculator dso showsworkers
how highthepayrall tax retewill haveto
reach by the time of their retirement to
pay for Socid Security, Medicareand all
other senior hedlth benefits promised un-
der current law. (See related story on

pages).
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Texas A&M University economist and NCPA Senior Fellow Andy Rettenmeier explainswhat individuals
might receiveif they wereallowed to invest a portion of their incomein privateretirement accountsat the
National Press Club unveiling of the NCPA' snew online calculator.

Goodman Briefs Chinese

NCPA President John Goodman briefed a 23-member delegation from the Peo-
ple sRepublic of Chinaat aune 1 meeting on the future of Americal's Socid Security
sysem.

The-behind-dosad-doors, off-the-record mesting washeld in the Washington, D.C.,
office of PharmaciaUpjohn. The delegation conssted of centra and provincia gov-
ernment officialswho work on Socia Security issues.
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NCPA President John Goodman briefs a delegation from the Peopl€ s Republic of Chinaon America’s
Social Security system




On The Hill

Doctor Sams
Canadian Rx Policy

With membersof Congress, dateleg
idatorsand hedth palicy expertsdebating
the merits of Canadian government-run
hedlth care and its price-controlled pre-
scription drug system, the NCPA present-
edaCapital Hill brigfinginMay to expose
the hard facts about Canadian hedth care.
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Dr. David Gratzer, a Canadian physician and
author of thebook“ CodeBlue,” exposesthehard
factsabout Canadian health careduring a recent
NCPA briefing on Capitol Hill.

Dr. David Grazer, aCanedian phys-
cian and author of the book “Code Blue:
Reviving Canadd sHedth Care System,”
said thet while Canadals price-controlled
prescription drug system, “doesn’'t ook
that bad on the surface ... when govern-
ment meddles, you have unintended cor-
sequences”

Grazer sad that price controls in
Canada have “effectively killed off re-
search and development.” He noted thet
thenation rdiesheavily onnew drugsbe-
ing devdopaedintheU.S.

Grazer'sbook, winner of the Donner
Prize for best book on Canadian public
palicy, examinesthefoibles of the Cana
dian hedth care sysem.
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Jack Srayer NCPA vice president of external affairs, and Greg Scandlen, NCPA senior fellow in
health policy, introduces an NCPA briefing on drug policy and health carein Canada.

Greg Scandlen discusses defined contributionsin health care at a Heritage Foundation brigfing in May.

Scandlen Promotes
Employee Power

Greg Scandien, NCPA senior felow
in health care, was the featured spesker
a a Heritage Foundation briefing on,
“Defined Contributionsin Hedth Care,”
inMay.

Scandlen, oneof the nation’sleading
experts on defined contributions, said
companiesof al Szesincreasngly want
to end their role as the middle-man be-
tween their employeesand theinsurance
companiesthey contract with to provide
hedth bendfits.

“Employers are tired of being the
monkey in the middle in disputes be-
tween employees and hedlth plans,” he
sad. “And employees will be better
sarved if they, rather than their employ-
ers, choosethelr own hedth plans”

Scandlen spoke on “ defined contri-
bution plans’ to three of the nation’s
largest business groups, including the
Nationa Federation of Independent
Business(NFIB), U.S. Busnessand In-
dudtria Council and the employee ben-
efitscommittee of the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce.
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Gingrich Salutes
NCPA in Houston

Residentsfrom across Southeast Texas
gathered in Houston in early May to
hear former Speaker of the House
Newt Gingrich discuss life after
government and poalitics,

Gingrich was a guest a an NCPA
bregkfadt fegturing, “ A Conversationwith
Newt Gingrich.” Attendeesweretreated
toaninformal did ogue between Gingrich
and NCPA Presdent John Goodmean.

Gingrich praised Goodman and the
NCPA for coming up with the core tax
idessinthe* Contract with America” He
said mogt of the Contract’s planks were
sgnedintolaw.

A Special Thank You to
Houston Host Committee
Members

TheNCPA would liketo extend aspe-
cia thank you the following Host Commit-
tee memberswho supported the “ Conversa:
tion With Newt Gingrich” breskfast in
Houston: U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison,
U.S. Reps. Kevin Brady, Tom Delay and
Ron Paul, W. Tom Arnold, M.D., Marjorie
Arsht, LouisB. Cushman, Harry Gee, Eliza-
beth Grig, William S. Kilroy, J., Lindaand
Ken Lay, CharlesMiller, Gary Polland, Al-
ice Pratt, Annette and George Strake, Chase
Untermeyer, C. Dondd Van Wart, Suzanne
and Jm Waller, and Ann and Bob Williams.

High Profile

Former Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich “ in conversation” with NCPA President John Goodman.

Texas Uninsured Problem Explained

A large number of peoplein Texas
lack hedthinauranceand thefedera gov-
ernment shares alot of the blame, said
NCPA Presdent John Goodmean in testi-
mony May 10 beforethedatesBlueRib-
bon Commissonon hedth care

Goodman — gppointed to the com-
misson by Gov. George W. Bush —
blamed federd mandatesthat give Sates
littleleaway in gpending fundsearmarked
for hedth care.

“Theuninsured areencouraged to be
dependent on government handouts,”
Goodman sad. “ Texasisnot dlowed to
usemogt of its safety net money to help
people obtain private hedth insurance”

NCPA President John Goodman saysthe federal
governmentispartly toblamefor Texas uninsured
population in testimony before the ate's Blue
Ribbon Commission onthe Uninsured.

Srico MakesMoral
Casefor Sound
M oney

“Free-market consarvaigmisthetrue
compassionaeeconomicmodd,” saidthe
Rev. Robet A. Sirico, president of the Ac-
ton Inditute, who hasdedicated hislifeto
teeching Sudents of religious sudiesthat
money isnot the*root of dl evil.”

Foeeking a arecent Palicy Forum|lur:
cheon sponsored by the NCPA and the
Federd ResarveBank of Ddlas Siricosad,
“Money feedsand dathesusand it makes
chaity possiblefor thepoor. Hightaxesand
pending deprive the American people of
the opportunity to provide charity and to
contributeto aprogperous sodiety.”
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The Rev. Robert Srico talkswith Rena Pederson, editorial page editor of the DallasMorning News, at a

recent Policy Forum|uncheon.
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In The News

NCPA Wdcomes4 Dallas I nterns

Four summer interns joined the
NCPA gaff in Dalasin May to expe-
rience the inter-workings of a think
tank firsthand.

Blake
Baley re
cently com-
pleted his
sophomore
year & Trini-
ty Universty
in San Anto-
nio, mgoring
ineconomics
and higory. _
i s EEEEE
mer, Blakeisworking with Senior Pol-
icy Andys Sterling Burnett on re-
searchinvolving environment and gun

policies.

Raluca
Bragareaisa
second  year
Sudentinthe
Magter  of
Communica:
tion Artsand
Scencespro-
grama Cdli-
fornia State
Universty in
Chico. A na

Raluca Bragarea
tive of Romania, Raluca is working

thissummer inthe Marketing and Pub-
lic Affairs Department on media-relat-
ed activities
Melanie
Looney is
seeking a
Mader's de-
greein Politi-
cd Scence,
specializing
in Public Pol-
icy from
Uteh Sate
University. MdarieLooney
Sheisspend-
ing much of the summer working in
the Publications Department reseerch-
ing education-rdated issues

Cindy
Sanfidd, a
fird year S
dent in the
Magter  of
Public Ser-
viceand Ad-
ministration
program &
the George
Bush School
of Govern-
ment a Texas A&M Universty, is
waorking in the Development Depart-
ment hd ping with fundraising projects

Cindy Sarfield

Burnett: Concealed Carry Works

On May 26, NCPA Senior Policy
Andys Serling Burnett helped mark the
fifthanniversary of Texas conceded-car-
ry legidationa an Audinrdly with date
lawmeakers.

“Many predicted that minor inci-
dents would escdate into bloody
shootouts if Texas passed a conceded
cary law,” Burnett said. “They were
dead wrong.”

In 1995, Texas Gov. George W.
Bush signed alaw granting Texans the

right to carry conceded firearms. This
mede Texasthe twenty-third steteto pass
aconceded carry law since 1986.

According to Burnett, themorethan
200,000 Texans who have become li-
censed to carry aconcedled firearm are
much morelaw-abiding thanthe average
person. “Far from recregting the Wild
Wes, conceded carry lawscregte asafer
society,” hesad. “Thelaw alows law-
abiding citizensto protect themsdves”

NCPA 2000 EVENT SCHEDULE

The NCPA is pleased to announce the following
eventsfor 2000. Detailsfor each event listed be-
low will beforthcoming.

July 13

John Raybould

The Adam Smith Inditute

NCPA/Federal Reserve Policy Forum Tribute to
Friedrich von Hayek, Dallas

October 20

Kenneth Starr

Former Independent Counsdl
umnersLecture, Dallas

November 9

JamesR. Lilley

Former U.S. Ambassador to China
NCPA/Federal Reserve Bank Palicy Forum, Dallas

November 12-15
Chairman’sClub Conference
Rough Creek Lodge, Glen Rose, Texas

December 4

JamesA. Baker 11
Former Secretary of State
SumersLecture, Dallas

Cadl the NCPA Events Department at
972-386-6272 for details.

Daily Policy Digest:
Hot Summer Reading

The NCPA has an online, daily
public policy briefing called Daily
Policy Digest. Every business morning,
we summarize some of the country’s
hottest public policy research findings
that appear in mgor newspapers such
as the New York Times, Wall Street
Journal, Investor’'s Business Daily,
Washington Post and Washington
Times, in magazines, including Reason
and National Review; and in studies
released by think tanks like the
Heritage Foundation, the Cato Indtitute
and the American Enterprise Indtitute.

If you would like to receive Daly
Policy Diged, log on to our web Ste a
www.ncpa.org and fill out the online
subscription form.

Executive Alert Extras

Editor Julie Hillrichs

The NCPA is a research and education
organization operating under Section 501(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code. Y ou can contribute to
our effort by mailing your donation to our Dallas
headquarters or logging on to our web site a
www.nepaorg. and dicking “Join Us”

National Center for Policy Analysis
12655 N. Central Expressway, Suite 720

Dallas, Texas 75243
(972) 386-NCPA

e-mail: ncpa@public-policy.org.
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